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Agriculture production provides a spectrum of risks for farmers and agricultural 
workers.  Due to the depth of coursework in nursing colleges, and advanced practice 
programs, there is limited opportunity for practitioners in rural communities to access 
agriculture specific healthcare training.

The AgriSafe Nurse Scholar program is a distance learning opportunity available to 
rural nurses. Distance education (a total of 18 hours), provided by experienced health 
& safety educators, will enable rural nurses to increase their knowledge base in 
prevention, identif ication and assessment of diseases related to agricultural work 
exposures. Classes are in the form of webinars that can be viewed live or OnDemand 
(your own time).

- At  Risk  Populat ions- youth, older 
adults, women, veterans, mobile work 
force

- In jury Prevent ion
- Zoonot ic Diseases
- Hear ing Conservat ion
- Chem ical Exposures
- Respirat ory Healt h 

- Ergonom ics
- Personal Prot ect ive 

Equipm ent
- Sk in Diseases 
- Heat  Relat ed Il lnesses
- Behavioral Healt h
- Farm worker  Healt h
- Em erging Issues

Training Topics

 For more information about AgriSafe Nurse Scholar please contact us at 985-327-1748 or email Ansley at astpierre@agrisafe.org



Increasing t he Use of  Hear ing Prot ect ion 
Am ong Farm ers: Best  Pract ices

Object ives
1. Discuss several r isk  fact ors for  

noise-induced healt h problem s com m on 

am ong farm ers. 

2. Descr ibe m ajor  feat ures of  int ervent ions 

shown t o be ef fect ive in inf luencing farm ers' 

use of  hear ing prot ect ion. 

3. Discuss best  pract ices for  cl in ical 

applicat ion of  farm  noise m it igat ion 

ef fect iveness research.Marjorie McCullagh, PhD, RN, PHNA-BC, 
COHN-S, FAAOHN, FAAN
Professor and Occupational Health Nursing 
Program Director, University of Michigan 
School of Nursing

  Healt h and Safet y Issues 
   of  t he Aging Farm er

Object ives
1. Det erm ine t he dif ference bet ween 
?norm al? and ?abnorm al? aging processes. 

2. Apply a sk il l  set  t o det erm ine t he healt h 
needs of  t he aging farm er .

3. Ident ify resources and m ake appropr iat e 
refer rals t o assist  aging farm ers in t heir  
act ivit ies.

4. Ut i l ize new know ledge t o guide and assist  
fam ily unit s in m ak ing good healt h behavior  
decisions.

Deborah B. Reed, MSPH, PhD, RN, FAAOHN, FAAN
Professor, College of Nursing and Department of 
Preventive Medicine and Environmental Health, 
University of Kentucky



Prevent ion of  Heat -Relat ed
Il lnesses in Agr icult ure

Object ives
1. Explain t he pat hophysiology of  heat  relat ed i l lnesses 

and ident ify heat  st roke, heat  exhaust ion, syncope, 

heat  rash, and heat  cram ps. 

2. Recognize t he dangers of  a m inim um  of  t hree 

pre-exist ing healt h condit ions t hat  cont r ibut e t o heat  

relat ed i l lnesses. 

3. Ident ify at  least  t hree m edicat ions cont raindicat ed 

while work ing in ext rem e heat  condit ions. 

4. Ident ify act ion st eps t o prevent  heat  st ress and 

locat e evidence based resources recom m ended t o use 

in pat ient / cl ient  t eaching.

Charlotte Halverson, RN, BSN, 
COHN-S
Nurse Scholar Program Coordinator 
and Lead Instructor, Clinical 
Director, AgriSafe Network

  Respirat ory Healt h
 of  Agr icult ural Producers  

in Clin ical Pract ice

Object ives
1. Review  Rural Healt hcare Challenges for  

Providers. 

2. Ident ify t he im por t ance of  an occupat ional 

healt h hist ory and a respirat ory specif ic healt h 

assessm ent  t ool. 

3. Discuss t he respirat ory hazards and sym pt om s 

associat ed w it h agr icult ural act ivit ies. 

4. Im plem ent  t he respirat ory healt h assessm ent  

t ool. 
Sarah Hunt, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC

Sanford Center for Digestive Health



 Ident if icat ion of  Sk in Diseases Com m on
 t o t he Agr icult ural Indust ry 

Object ives
 1. Identify at least 3 signs of potential skin cancer 

2. Recognize at least 2 symptoms of dermatological 

responses to chemical exposures 

3. Recognize a minimum of four dermatological symptoms 

of exposure to animals and vegetation common in 

agricultural areas 

4. Locate  a minimum of four evidence based resources 

for use in clinical practice and patient education. 

5. Integrate knowledge gained into identification, patient 

education, and treatment modalities for skin diseases 

common to the agricultural industry. 

Kelley J. Donham , MS, DVM, 
DACVPM
Consultant in Agricultural 
Medicine and the Rural Health 
Clinic of Eastern Iowa

Musculoskelet al Disorders and Ergonom ics:
Case St udy 

Nat e Fet hke, PhD, CPE

Associate Professor Occupational & 
Environmental Health, University of Iowa

Diane Rohlm an, PhD

Director, Agricultural Safety 
and Health Program, 
University of Iowa

Object ives
1. Identify a minimum of three work site hazards 
and potential resulting musculoskeletal injuries.  

2. Recognize the role of the clinician in preventing 
disabling and lost time incidents.  

3. Discuss the value of an occupational health 
history and a minimum of two action steps to 
reduce risk.  

4. Locate at least three evidence based reference 
and patient/client education resources for use in 
rural practice

5. Integrate at least two assessment strategies into 
health history information and patient education 
protocol.  



The Opioid Cr isis: Evolut ion, 
Im pact  on Workers, Mit igat ion St rat egies

Object ives
1. Descr ibe what  t he opioid cr isis m eans. 

2. Underst and t he recent  h ist ory leading 

t o t he cur rent  opioid cr isis.

3. List  3 healt h consequences of  opioid use 

and ways t o reduce t he l ikelihood of  

opioid dependence.

4. Recognize t he dif ference bet ween 

physical dependence and addict ion. 
Rupali Das, MD, MPH, FACOEM
Senior Vice President, California Medical 
Director, Zenith Insurance Company, and 
Associate Clinical Professor, Division of 
Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of California San Francisco

Int egrat ion of  Behavioral Healt h
     for  Rural Pract ice

Object ives
1. Ident ify a m inim um  of  t hree com m on 

st ressors prevalent  am ong agr icult ural 

producers.

2. Descr ibe at  least  four  signs and sym pt om s of  

depression and anxiet y. 

3. Descr ibe a m inim um  of  four  populat ion based 

and individual based behavioral healt h 

int ervent ions 

4. Locat e t hree cur rent  evidenced based 

resources in t he f ield of  agr icult ural behavioral 

healt h. 

   

Christine Chasek, LIMHP, 
LADC, LPC
Associate Professor /  
Department of Counseling 
& School Psychology  

University of Nebraska- 
Kearney 

 

Charlotte Halverson, 
RN, BSN, COHN-S

Nurse Scholar 
Program Coordinator 
and Lead Instructor, 

Clinical Director, 
AgriSafe Network



 For more information about AgriSafe Nurse Scholar please contact us at 985-327-1748 or email Ansley at astpierre@agrisafe.org

 Respirat ory Prot ect ive Equipm ent  Select ion 
for  Agr icult ural Producers 

Object ives 

1. List a minimum of four major agricultural 
workplace hazards 

2. Describe at least two major respiratory illnesses 

caused by agricultural workplace exposures 

3. Identify and describe a minimum of three types of 

respiratory protection used in the agricultural 

workplace.

4. Integrate four evidence based resources used in 

personal protective equipment education for 

clinicians and patient/client information.  

Charlotte Halverson, RN, BSN, 
COHN-S
Nurse Scholar Program 
Coordinator and Lead Instructor, 
Clinical Director, AgriSafe 
Network

Jil l  Poole, MD

Professor of Medicine Section Chief 
and Medical Director of Allergy 
Nebraska Medical Center University of 
Nebraska Medical Center Pulmonary, 
Critical Care, Sleep & Allergy Division 
Department of Medicine

Object ives
1. Recognize and determine allergic respiratory 

disease and discuss relevance with on 
farming community. 

2. Discuss the diagnostic evaluation of 

occupational induced asthma.

3. Recognize the common causes of 

non-allergic respiratory disease among 

farmers including chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease, organic dust toxic 

syndrome, and hypersensitivity pneumonitis.  

4. Discuss treatment options for respiratory 

disease in farmers. 

Allergic and Non- Allergic 
 Respirat ory Disease in Farm ers



Zoonoses: Infect ious Diseases 
We Share w it h Anim als 
in t he Farm  Environm ent

Object ives
1. Underst and where would you go, who would 

you call, what  references would you use t o get  

fact ual inform at ion on suspect ed zoonot ic 

infect ions in a cl ient  or  pat ient  

2. Recognize which zoonot ic infect ions would you 

expect  a r isk  in a dairy operat ion 

3. Recognize which zoonot ic infect ion would you 

expect  a r isk  in a sw ine operat ion 

4. Know general recom m endat ions for  prevent ion 

of  zoonot ic infect ions in a l ivest ock  product ion 

operat ion.

Kelley J. Donham, MS, DVM, 
DACVPM
Consultant in Agricultural Medicine 
and the Rural Health Clinic of 
Eastern Iowa

  Chem ical Exposures and Healt h Ef fect s 
 in Agr icult ural Com m unit ies

Object ives
1. List  a m inim um  of  four  fact ors relat ed 

t o wom en?s healt h and safet y in 

agr icult ure. 

2. Discuss a m inim um  of  t hree pot ent ial 

solut ions t hat  would address t he unique 

safet y and healt h challenges t o wom en 

engaged in agr icult ure. 

3. Locat e a m inim um  of  t hree 

recom m ended clin ical and com m unit y 

healt h resources t hat  address wom en?s 

agr icult ural healt h and safet y program  

developm ent  and educat ion needs.

Prevent ion St rat egies
   t o Prot ect  Wom en Work ing

  in Agr icult ure

Knesha Rose-Davison, MPH
Health Communications 

Director

Linda Emanuel, RN
Community Health 

Nurse



Safeguarding Children 
Who Live and Work  on Farm s: 
A Clin ician's Guide

Object ives
1. List  t he f ive m ost  com m on hazards leading 

t o ser ious in jur ies and fat alit ies of  children 

on farm s. 

2. Descr ibe at  least  four  r isk  fact ors for  in jury 

exposures t o children on farm s. 

3. Respond t o parent / farm  owners' request s 

for  t ake-hom e resources w it h safet y 

st rat egies. 

4. Underst and rural cl in icians' opt ions for  

advocat ing for  safer  condit ions for  children 

on farm s.

Barbara C. Lee, RN, MSN, PhD
Director and Senior Research Scientist, 
National Farm Medicine Center, 
Marshfield Clinic Health Systems, and 
Director, National Children's Center for 
Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety

Healt h and Well-Being of  
 Im m igrant  and Migrant  Farm workers

Object ives
1. Def ine who are m igrant  and im m igrant  

farm workers in t he U.S. 

2. Underst and som e of  t he physical, 

behavioral, and social healt h challenges 

found am ong m igrant  and im m igrant  

farm workers.

3. Locat e resources t o serve m igrant  and 

im m igrant  farm workers. Athena Ramos, PhD, MBA, MS, CPM
Community Health Program 
Manager/ Instructor, Center for Reducing 
Health Disparities/Department of Health 
Promotion, Social, and Behavioral Health, 
University of Nebraska Medical Center



      Chem ical /  Pest icide Exposures and Healt h
 Ef fect s in Agr icult ural Com m unit ies

Object ives
1. Identify major types of pesticides used 

in agriculture in the U.S. 

2. Discuss exposure pathways and 

interventions to prevent exposure in 

susceptible populations. 

3.  Integrate the use of biomarkers to 

identify exposure and health effects in 

agricultural research 

4.  4. Discuss the nurses role in pesticide 

safety education with emphasis on the 

protection of  vulnerable populations.  

Diana R. Simmes, MPH

Pesticide Medical Education Director 
University of California Davis Continuing & 
Professional Education and Courtesy 
Assistant Professor of Practice Oregon 
State University

Charlotte Halverson, RN, BSN, 
COHN-S
Nurse Scholar Program Coordinator 
and Lead Instructor, Clinical 
Director, AgriSafe Network

Object ives
1. Identify and describe multiple types of personal 

protective equipment  appropriate for agricultural 

workers 

2. Identify work scenarios where personal protective 

equipment is important. 

3. Review evidence based resource material for use 

in clinical and community education settings.

      Head t o Toe Personal Prot ect ive Equipm ent

 For more information about AgriSafe Nurse Scholar please contact us at 985-327-1748 or email Ansley at astpierre@agrisafe.org
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